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1 6. member them which have the rule 
over you, . who have ſpoken unto 


you the word of God, whoſe faith 
follow, confi ſdering the end of their 


Converſation. 


efus Christ the ſame yeſterday, and 
to day, and for ever. 


N s that Part of the Service allotted 
me in the Work of this Day, is 
3 ey to addreſs my ſelf to you, my 
RAYS Brethren and Siſters, the Mem- 
bers of this Church, who have in the Pre- 
ſence of God, his Holy Angels, and this 
Aſſembly, as your own Act, ſolemnly called 
my beloved Brother Mr. Richard Riſt unto, 
and inveſted him in the facred Office of a 
Paſtor; Elder and Overſeer, over you in the 
Lord. prin 
I ſhall chuſe to do it, by conſidering theſe 
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the Duties of a Church: + 


EP diſcourſing on them, 1 ſhall as the 
Lord may aſſiſt, 

Firſt, ſhew you to whom the Holy Ghoſt 

by the inſpired Penman directs the Words, 
what Perſonsthey are, and in what Character, 
and Relation they are to be conſidered. 

Secondly, ſhew you what is included in 
them, as Matter of Inſtruction to you, if 
the Lord pleaſe. 

Firſt, J am to ſhew you to whom, or 
what Perſons, the Holy Ghoſt by the in- 
| ſpired Penman directs theſe Words, and 
in what Character, and Relation they are to 
be conſidered. 

The inſpired Penman, in the preceding 
Chapter, ſhews, the ſuperior Priviledges, 
the Saints enjoy under the Goſpel Diſ- 
penſation, to thoſe. under the Law. He 
informs them that They were come to Mount 
Sion, the City of the Living God, &c. 

It is abundantly evident, that thoſe Cha- 
racers are made Uſe of, in the Sacred Wri- 
tings, as deſcriptive of the Church of God, 
of which Chriſt is the Supreme Lord and 
King, who is repreſented as ſuch by his 
Divine Father, and ſet over his holy Hill of 
Zion, Pſal. ii. 6. And in the xlxvii. 11. 
we find the Church pointed ont by the ſame 
Characters, as in my Text, Let Mount 
Zion rejoice, &c., And I apprehend in 
ſeveral Paſſages in the Old Teſtament, 
Theſe Charaters are made Uſe of, where 


A — 


5 


To their Miniſter aid, 3 5 


a peculiar Regard is had to the Church, in 
its more glorious Eſtate, under the Goſpel 
Diſpenſation, in Pſal. lxxxii. 3. The Lord 
loveth the Gates of Zion, more than all the 
Dwellings of Jacob, Glorious Things are 


Jpoken of the City of God : And the . 


Jaiab, * iv. ver. 5. The Lord will create 
upon every Dwelling-place of Mount Zion, 
a Chud, 4 Smoke by Day and the ſhining 


of a Flame of Fire by Night, for ny: all 
the Glory Hall be a Defence. 


"2 And in 24, and laſt, when the Lord of 


Heſts ſhall Reign in Mount Zi on, and in 
Jeruſalem, and before his Antients Gloriouſly. 


Which I apprehend refers to the Church 
under the Goſpel Diſpenfation, and parti- 


cularly in the latter Days, which ſheweth 


the Church of God is frequently deſcribed 

by thoſe Characters. Now, as the inſpired 
Penman in the preceding Chapter had been 
ſpeaking of the Privileges, the Church en- 


joyed under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
And the Perſons to whom he wrote 
werel a part of it, I apprehend the Werds 


of my Text, were directed to them, as 


ſuch who in the Judgment of Charity, 


were look d upon, as the true Members 


of it, and heing ſo, muſt be conſidered as 
a Part of that Number, who were Choſen 
by the Father, Redeemed by the Son, and 
Sanctified by the Divine Spirit, who had not 
only given themſelves up to the Lord, but 
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alſo 70 the Church by the Will of God. And 
were viſibly imbarked in the. Redeemer's 
Cauſe, 'and were concerned to ſeek his Ho- 
nour and Glory, and the promoting his 


Kingdom and Intereſt, in the World, and 


might juſtly be termed Believers in Chriſt 
Jeſus. Such I would hope you the Mem- 


bers of this Church are, and others who 
ſtand in the ſame Relation to other Goſpel 


Churches, ſo that the Words of my Text 


may be conſidered, as directed to you my 


Brethren the Members of this Church, to 


whom I am now going to addreſs my (elf, 
and what they contain as Matter of Thos 
and Counſel, I am ſure concerns all that 
ſtand in Relation to any particular mea 
Church. 

J Secondly, I now proceed to ſhew you 
what is included, and comprehended in 
them, as Matter of Inſtruction to you if the 


| Lord pleaſe, and alſo to others of the ſame 


Character, and that ſtand in the ſame Re- 
lation to other Goſpel-Churches. 
I. The inſpired Penman's Advice, is 7 
remember them which have the Rule over you, 
and have ſpoken unto you the Word of God. 
II. He exhorts to follow their F aith, 
whoſe Faith follow, | 


III. In order to encourage your ſerious At- 


tention and Regard, to this excellent Coun- 
ſel and Advice, he exhorts you to conſider 


the End of their C ee Feſus 2-4 


To their Miniſter conſideredd. 
the ſame Neſterday, and to Day, and for 
ever. 

I. I am to lay botorn you the Inſpired 
Penman' s Advice, The firſt Part of which 
is, that you would remember them which have 
the Rule over you, * have ſpoken to you the 

Word of God. | 
Before I proceed to conſider the Advice, 
and Counſel given in my Text, it is proper, 
1 ſhould ſhew you, who, or what Perſons 
| are deſigned, whom you are to remember, 
And in what Senſe, and at what Times 
you are to remember them, and upon what 
Conſiderations, 
The Perſons deſigned, Wi you are 5 = 
called upon, to remember, they are de- | 
ſcribed as ſuch which have the Rule over you, 
and who have ſpoken to you the Word of God. 
Firſt, as having the Rule over you, or as 
ſome Copies read it, have the Over; gt of 
on. 
l The Church of Chriſt is frequently in 
the Scriptures, ſignified, by a City or King- 
dom, over which Chriſt is the Supreme 
Lord and King, Ruler and Governor, which 
appears from ſome Paſſages before quoted. 
He alone is ſo, yet there are ſubordinate 
Rulers, who are appointed by him to rule 
over his Churches here in their Millitant 
State, and theſe are deſcribed and repre- 
ſented as Rulers under him, or Overſeers in 


his Church, as ſuch the Apoſtle Paul de- 
{ſcribes . 
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6 The Duties of a Church: 

ſcribed the Elders of the Church at Epheſus 
Ads xx. 28. where he exhorts them ro fate 
Heed unto themſelves, and to the Flock of 
God, over which the Holy Ghoſt had made 
them Overſeers. Some times, they are called 
Paſtors ; ſuch the Lord by the Prophet 
Jeremiab, iii. Chap. 15. promiſed to give 
his Churches according to his own Heart, 
and ſuch purſuant to his Gracious Promiſe ; 


the Apoſtle Epheſ. Chap. vi. 11. faith he 


did give under the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, he 


gave ſome Paſtors, and Teachers, for the per- 


: fecting of the Saints for the Work of the Mi. 
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niſtry, for the edifying the Body of Chriſt. 

The Term Paſtor, means the ſame with 
that of a Biſhop, Elder, and Overſeer. In 
x Tim. iii. 1. the Apoſtle faith, F a Man 
deſire the Office of a Biſhop, he defireth a 
good Work. And in the 5th and 17th. 
The Character of Elders js made Uſe of as 
deſcriptive of the Perſons deſigned in my 
Text, as ſuch that bear Rule in the Church, 
and may be ſaid, /o rule well, when they 
rule not in an Arbitrary way, but in Subor- 
dination to Chriſt, according to his Mind and 
Will, with Prudence, Diligence, and Faith- 
fulneſs, and 'when they thus rule, They 
ought to be counted worthy of double Honour. 
And in the 17th of this Chapter, where 
my Text is, the Saints are exhorted to obey 

them that have the Rule over them. 
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To their Miniſter conſidered. 7 
So that, the Perſons deſigned in my Text, 
and whom you ought to remember, are 
ſuch, whom the Holy Ghoſt has made 
Paſtors, Elders, or Overſeers in the Church. 
And that theſe are deſigned, appears 
from what is farther ſaid, as deſcriptive of 
Them, namely, ſuch who had ſpoken unto 
them the Word of God. The Term here 
made Uſe of, Spoken, is to be underſtood, 
as the ſame with Preaching, as it is in many 
other Places. The Apoſtle Paul in 2 Cor. 
iv. 13. faith refering to the Prophets under 
the Old Teſtament, recorded in Pfal. cxvi. 10. 
As it is uritten, I believe, therefore have I 
ſpoken, Toe alſo believe, and therefore ſpeak. 
Now, That which they are repreſented, as 
ſpeaking, or preaching, is not the Doctrine 
of Men, nor Things of human Invention; 
but of Divine Original, Namely, the pure 
Word of God ; the glorious Goſpel of his 
Grace, and the Divine Truths contained 
therein. „ 
So that, my Brethren your Paſtor whom 
you have now called to, and inveſted in the 
Sacred Office, is to be conſidered, as one 
whom the Holy Ghoſt points out in the 
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Text, That you are exhorted to remember. | 
Secondly, I now proceed to ſhew im  '. _ i 
what Senſe, and at what Times, you are = | 


called upon and exhorted to remember him, 
and upon what Conſiderations. 
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1 The Duties of 2 Cb: 


Let it be obſerved, the Word here male 
Uſe of, ſignifies to think upon, conſider, and 
bear in the Mind and Heart; hence in Mat. 
Chap. xvi. 9. our Lord ſaid to his Diſeiples. 
Do you not remember? or as if he had ſaid, 
Think of and bear upon your Minds and 
and Hearts, the five Loaves, Cc. That In- 
ſtance of my Divine Power, and clear Evi- 
dence of my Divine Miſſion from my Fa- 
ther. So in Luke, Chap. xvi. 32. Remem- 
ber, or confider Lot's Wife ; and in Numb. 
xv. 10. where Moſes faith unto the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, that you may remember and do, 
or conſider and think of and bear upon your 
Mind and Heart, all my Commandments 
and do them, and be Holy unto your God. 
In this Senſe I apprehend the Word 
Remember is to be underſtood in my Text. 
So that, the Senſe in which I would now 
exhort you to remember your Paſtor, is His 
Perſon, and conſider whatever Gifts and 
Grace he may be the ſubject of, . yet he is 
but a frail, weak, and An eee Man, that 
he is the Subject of the ſame ſinful and cor- 
rupt Principles, and ſubject to the like Paſ- 
ſions with your ſelves, and others of the 
Lord's People, which was the Caſe of the 
eminent Servants of the Lord under the 
Old, and is under the New Teſtament. 
Hence we find the Apoſtle James, ſpeaking 
of Elias, or Elijab, in his Epiſtle, Chap. 
v. 275 ſaith of him, He was a Man ſubjecl to | 
like 
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like Paſſions, as we are; alſo it is recorded 
of the Apoſtle Paul, and Barnabas, when 
at Lyſfira, preaching the Goſpel, and We - 
healed the impotent Man, who had been 
a cripple from his Mother's Womb. The 
People ſeeing of it, lifted up their Voice, 
ſaying, the Gods are come down to us, &c. 
and would have done Sacrifice unto them. 
They ſeeing this, Acts Chap. xiv. 14, 15. 
faid, Sirs, by do. you theſe Things? we alſo 
are Men of like Paſ ons with you, &c. And 
you are to remember your Paſtor, as to his 
Perſon in this Senſe, and in ſo doing you 
will conclude, that Perfection is not to be 
expected from him in the Execution, and 
4 Diſcharge of his Office. 
= 2. Remember or conſider him in his Cha- 
racter and Office, as your Paſtor, Elder, and 
Overſeer, and that ſince you, as your own 
Act, have inveſted him, in this Office, it 
highly becomes you to give him that Ho- 
nour, which is due to him, and ſhew him 
that Love and Reſpect, which the Nature 
of his Sacred Office calls for : Attend to the 
Advice of the Apoſtle Paul, recorded in 
his 1ſt Epiſtle to the 75%. v. 12, 13. to 
know him, as one that is over you in the 
Lord, and efteem him highly in Love for his 


Wark's ſake, and be at Tos _ Joure 
| ſebves. 
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. Remember, and Sundl him as to 
the Diſcharge and Execution of his Office, 
C as 
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as having and continuing to ſpeak or reach 
unto you the Word of God, that his Buſineſs 
is, as an Inſtrument in the Lord's Hand, to 
feed your Souls, with Spiritual Proviſions, . 
as appears from the Apoſtle's Charge to the 
Elders of the Church at Epheſus, Ads xx. 
28. Feed the Flock of God. And alſo that of 
Peter, 1ſt Epiſt. v. 2. Feed the Fleck of God 
which is among yon, &c. And alſo, that he 
is to watch for your Souls, as one that muſt 
give an Account, to his great Maſter, and 
hereby promote your Spiritual Peace and 
Comfort, and your Spiritual Growth and 
Fruitfulneſs, as in the 17th of this Chap- 
ter wherein my Text is. 

Now if you conſider your Paſtor, as one 
engaged, duly, and faithfully to execute and 
diſcharge his Office, you muſt conclude his 
Work, and others in the ſame Character 
and Office, i is very great. 

A greater Charge 1s committed to 9 
than any thing of a Temporal Nature, or 
which concerns the Body, which is but of 
ſhort Duration : That which is committed 
to him, and all concerned in the ſame 
Work and Office, is truly Spiritual. | 
| Namely, the everlaſting Goſpel, and you 

the Flock of God, over which the Holy 
Ghoſt has made him an Overſeer. The 
Goſpel though repreſented by our Lord in 
Mat. xiii. 14. as A rich Treaſure, was com- 

mitted to the Apoſtle, as in 1 Tim. Chap . i. 
ver. 


To their Miniſter confidered. 11 
ver. 11. Accordi ng to the glorious Goſpel com- 
mitted to my Truſt, and it has been and is 
committed to all Chriſt's faithful N 
hence the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. Chap. 

We have this Treaſure in Earthen Ve by &c. 
Therefore, Goſpel-Miniſters are by the Apo- 
ſtle term'd Stewards, as in 1 Cor. iv. 1. Let 
4 Man fo account of us, as of the Miniſters 
of of Chrift, and Stewards of the Myſteries of 
God. And the Apoſtle adds in the ſecond 
| Verſe, Moreover, 67 7s required of Stewards, 
that they be found fai 1 which they muſt 
be if their Office is rightly and duly diſ- 
charged : Hence the Apoſtle gives a Plein 
Charge to Timotby, 1ſt piſtle vi. 20. O Ti- 
mothy, keep that why ch is commi itted to thy 
Truſt. 
. chat you clearly ſee your Paſtor's 
Work, and others, in the ſame Office, muſt 
be great indeed. 8 
So you are to remember, and confider 
from what I firſt obſerved, his and the 
Strength of others in the ſame Character is 
but ſmall. Therefore, in and of themſelves 
they are very uncqual to the faithful Diſ- 
charge of it, which fully appears in the A- 
poſtle's Words in 2 Cor. ii. 16. having be- 
fore ſpoken of the Work of thoſe in this 
Character and Office, being ſo great and of 
ſuch Importance, concludes in this Manner, 
And who is bs uficient for theſe Things? And 
in Chap. ili. 5. ſpeaking of himſelf and 0- 
0 2 thers, 


De Duties of a Church : 
A, faith, Ve are not ſufficient of our ſelves, 
to think any Thing, as of our ſelves ; but our 
Sufficrency is of God. 

5. Remember and confider, as his Work 
is great, and his Strength is ſmall, ſo his 
Temptations, it may be, will be many, and 
thoſe of various Kinds, from Satan, the 
World, and the Corruption of his own 
Heart ; all which will ſometimes tempt him 
to act an unfaithful Part, and unite together 
for this Purpoſe, as others of the Servants 
of the Lord have and do experience in the 
ſame Character and Office. 

Sometimes they are tempted to corrupt 
the Word of God, and handle it in a de- 
ceitful Manner, Ser by keeping back ſome 
Part of known Truths, and ſhunning to de- 
clare the whole Counſel of God, or mix and 
blend the Goſpel with human In ven- 
tions. As Miniſters and Paſtors are ſet, as 
it were, in the Front of the Church, in her 
militant State, Satan will bend his Force a- 
gainſt them, and direct his poiſonous Arrows 
at them. | 

Sometimes Satan, it may be, will ago 
unto them, it will be acting a more wiſe 
and prudent Part, either to palliate and 
ſoften their Language, or to ſhun and avoid 
making Uſe of ſome Phraſes, by which the 
pure Doctrines of the Goſpel are held forth 
in the ſacred Writings ; and by ſo doing 
will avoid giving Offence to ſome, that can- 

| 1 3 


To their Miniſter considered. 


not bear to hear the pure Doctrines of ſo- 


ou and diſtinguiſhing Grace, held forth 
n plain Terms, and theſe it may be are 
of the richeſt Sort, which contribute largely 
to the Support of the Miniſtry, and hereby 
they will gain the Eſteem and ſecure the 
_ Favour of ſuch Perſons. | 
All which cannot but be pleaſing to the 
' Fleſh, and ſo a great Temptation to act an 
unfaithful Part, which Part we find many 
acted, in the Apoſtle's Time, as appears 
from the Apoſtle's Words, 2 Cor. ii. 17. and 
- which the Apoſtles, and others the faithful 
Servants of Chriſt, through divine Grace 


were preſerved from acting, For we, faith he, 


are not as many, which corrupt the Word of 
God; but as of Sincerity, but as of God ſpeak 
We in Chriſt. And iv. 2. having before ob- 
ſerved in the firſt Verſe, J. terefore ſeeing we 
have this Miniſtry, as we have received Mer- 
cy, we faint not; but have renounced the hid- 
den Things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craf- 
 tineſs, nor handling the Word of God deceit- 
fully, but by Manifeſtation of the Truth, com- 
mending ourſetves to every Man's Conſcience i in 
the Sight of God. Which clearly ſheweth 
that ſome in his Time acted an unfaithful 
Part, and alſo that he and others, through 
Grace, were preſerved from ſo doing. 

Now, my Brethren, you ought to con- 
ſider what I before ſaid : It is required of 
Stewards that they be found Faithful. Hence 

the 
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14 The Duties of 4 Church 355 
the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. ix. 16. faith, not only 
a Neceſſity was laid on him to preach the Goſ- 
fel, but Moe is unto me if I preach it not. 
There is the ſame Neceſſity laid on your 
Paſtor, and all others in the ſame Character 
and Office, to preach the Goſpel; and that 
faithfully ; and the ſame Woe will be de- 
nounced againſt them if they preach it not, 
that 1s, faithfully, according to that Light 
and Ability, God has given them. 
Now unleſs your Paſtor and others in the 
ſame Character, as did the Apoſtle obtain 
Mercy from the Lord, neither he, nor they 
will be found faithful. | 
6. Remember and conſider his Troubles, 
and Afflictions, may be great, as has been, and 
is the Caſe of many of the Servants of Chriſt; 
not a few, but many, beſides, thoſe which 
may be common to him and other Chriſtians, 
as to his Perſon and Family, he and others 
in the ſame Character, have many that ap- 
pertain to them in the Diſcharge and Exe- 
eution of their Office, and if your Paſtor is 
enabled to be found Faithful to the Lord, 
and the Souls of Men, he will be e | 
to meet with Reproach and Slander from 
fome, and that from Profeſſors; as well as 
Prophane, This the great Apoſtle, and his 
Fellow-Labourers met with in the primi- 
tive Times, as appears from Rom. iii. 8. be- 
cauſe they preached the Doctrines of ſove- 
1 and diſtinguiſhing Grace, who faith, and 
* not 
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not rather as ae be flanderoufly reported, and 
as ſome affirm, that we ſay, let us do Evil 
that Good may. come. And 1 Cor. iv. 11. Se- 
ing defamed we entreat : we are made as 
the Flth of the World, and are the Off-ſcour- 
ing of all Things unto this Day. And 2 Cor, 
vi. 8. By Honour and Diſhonour, by evil Re- 
port, and good Report, as Deceivers and yet 
true. And ſome there were among the 
Galations, Chap. iv. 16, to whom he faith, 
Am IT become your Enemy becauſe I tell you the 
Confider, my Brethren, the Need your 
Paſtor will ſtand in, of Grace and Wiſdom, 
Support and Comfort under all this, and 
of obtaining Mercy from the Lord to be 
1 ! EPA... 
7. Remember the Diſcouragements he 
may be under, in his on Soul, in conti- 
nuing to preach unto you the Word of God. 
Sometimes he may be under the greateſt 
Difficulty, to fix upon a Subject; and after 
pondering many Parts of Scripture, and re- 
peated Cries to the Lord, to direct him to 
fix on ſuch a Part and Portion of his Word; 
That he will own and bleſs for the Benefit 
and Comfort of his People, yet after all, he 
may be at the greateſt Loſs what Subject to fix 
on, untill perhaps, Time is ſo far elapſed, 
that he may be filled with many Fears, leſt 
he ſhould not be prepared in Time, for his 
public Work. And it may be, when he has 
IT 3 fixed 


16 The Duties f 4 C . 


fixed on a Subject, at ſome Seaſons, his 
Mind may be attended with ſo much Dark- 
neſs, and his Thoughts ſo confuſed, that he 


may be, as it has been the Caſe wth me, and 


1 know ſome whom I have converſed hang | 
_ whole Shoes Latchets I am not worthy. 


unlooſe, that we cannot ſee the Mind of 


God in it, and are at the greateſt Loſs, how 
to form a Plan of a conſiſtent Diſcourſe from 
the Words. And when this is the Caſe, 
Fears, and Diſcouragements, will attend 
his Mind, that he ſhall not be able to come 
forth in the Lord's Work, among you. 


Add to this, it may be when going to engage 


in it ſometimes, we may labour under great 
Darkneſs of Mind, and Soul, and find our 
Thoughts greatly confuſed, and from the 
Conſideration of the Greatneſs and Impor- 
tance of our Work, and our own Inſuffi- 
ciency for the faithful Diſcharge of it, fear 


we were not called unto it by the Lord, and at 


Times tempted to lay down our Office and 
ſpeak no more in Chriſt's Name, which 
Temptation I have often found in my own 
Soul, which has occaſioned Sorrow and Diſ- 
treſs in my Mind. 


You cannot, my dear Brethren, conceive 


in your Mind, the many Tryals and great Sor- 
rows, that may attend the Mind of your Pa- 
ſtor and which have, and do attend the Minds 
of many others, in the ſame Character and 


Office 


F 
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Office, in the faithful Diſcharge and Execu- * 
tion of it. | 
bs Remember, and conſider, your Paſtor, 
will no doubt, as others have, meet with 
many Things in the Church, and from its 
Members, that may be an Occaſion of much 
| Grief and Sorrow to his Soul. There were 
in the Apoſtles Time, and there have been 
in all Ages ſince, and there are no doubt 
' now, and will be many in the Church 
of the moſt unhappy natural Tempers ; ; and 
theſe Satan is frequently working upon, in 
older to break that Band of Love and Peaca, 
which ſhould ſubſiſt amongſt the Lord's 
People, by ſtiring them up, to ſeek the Gra- 
tification of their Tempers and Paſſions. 
And, if any thing is done by their Brethren 
to croſs them, he never fails to ſtir them up 
to diſcover their Reſentment, and carry it up 
to a very high Degree, ſo as to abſent them- 
ſelves from their Duty, at the Lord's Table, 
as well as ſuffer their Places to be empty, in 
other Parts of Divine Worſhip, and if poſ- 
ible prevent their Acting according to the 
Advice given by their dear Lord, in Mar. 
XVIIL 16. 1f thy Brother treſpaſs againf} thee, 
go and tell him, his Fault, between thee and 
him alone : If he ſhall bear thee, thou haſt 
gained thy Brother. But . F be ill not hear 
Thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes 
* Mord may be I: And if be 
| ſhall 
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fixed on a Subject, at ſome Seaſons, his 


Mind may be attended with ſo much Dark- 
neſs, and his Thoughts ſo confuſed, that he 


may be, as it has been the Caſe with me, and 
I know ſome whom I have converſed with, 


whoſe Shoes Latchets I am not worthy to 


unlooſe, that we cannot ſee the Mind of 
God in it, and are at the greateſt Loſs, how 
to form a Plan of a conſiſtent Diſcourſe from 
the Words. And when this is the Caſe, 


Fears, and Diſcouragements, will attend 
his Mind, that he ſhall not be able to come 
forth in the Lord's Work, among you. 


Add to this, it may be when going to engage 


in it ſometimes, we may labour under great 


Darkneſs of Mind, and Soul, and find our 


Thoughts greatly confuſed, and from the 


Conſideration of the Greatneſs and Impor- 
tance of our Work, and our own Inſuffi- 


ciency for the faithful Diſcharge of it, fear 


we were not called unto it by the Lord, and at 
'Times tempted to lay down our Office and 
ipeak no more in Chriſt's Name, which 
Temptation I have often found in my own 
Soul, which has occaſioned Sorrow and Diſ- 
treſs in my Mind. 1 5 

You cannot, my dear Brethren, conceive 
in your Mind, the many Tryals and great Sor- 
rows, that may attend the Mind of your Pa- 
{tor and which have, and do attend the Minds 


of many others, in the fame Character and 


Office 


A 


* 
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Office, in the faithful Diſcharge and Execu- 
tion of it. J 88 
8. Remember, and conſider, your Paſtor, 


will no doubt, as others have, meet with 
many Things in the Church, and from its 


Members, that may be an Occaſion of much 
Grief and Sorrow to his Soul. There were 
in the Apoſtles Time, and there have been 
in all Ages ſince, and there are no doubt 


, now, and will be many in the Church 
of the moſt unhappy natural Tempers; and 


theſe Satan is frequently working upon, in 


order to break that Band of Love and Peace, 
which ſhould ſubſiſt amongſt the Lord's 


People, by ſtiring them up, to ſeek the Gra- 
tification of their Tempers and Paſſions. 
And, if any thing is done by their Brethren 
to croſs them, he never fails to ſtir them up 
to diſcover their Reſentment, and carry it up 


to a very high Degree, ſo as to abſent them-_ 
| ſelves from their Duty, at the Lord's Table, 
as well as ſuffer their Places to be empty, in 


other Parts of Divine Worſhip, and if poſ- 
ſible prevent their Acting according to the 
Advice given by their dear Lord, in Mat. 
XVIIL 16. Tf thy Brother treſpaſs againſt thee, 
go and tell him, his Fault, betavcen thee and 


bim alone: F he ſhall hear thee, thou haſt 


gained thy Brother. But if be will not hear 
thee, then take with thee one or two more, 
that in the Mouth of two or three Witneſſes 
every Word may be eſtabliſhed. And i, be 

2 D ſhall 
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ſhall neglect 70 Hear them, tell it to the Church, 
But alas! this excellent Rule, is too little 


regarded. And when. ſuch Meaſures have 


been taken, throu gh the Advice and Per- 


ſuaſion of thoſe NE are concerned to pro- 


mote Love, Peace and Unity, and proper 


Acknowledgements have been made: Sa- 


tan often works upon their Paſſions, to re- 
main diſſatisfied, and continue their Reſent- 
ment, which occaſions great Uneaſineſs, in 
the ur and fadly y grieves and wounds 
the Hearts of Chriſt's Faithful Miniſters: 


And Solomon's Words are often verified, 


Prov. Chap. x. ver. 18. 19, A Brother of 


fended, is harder to be won than à City; and 
their Contentions are /ike the Bars of a Caſtle. 


Theſe Things appeared in the Churches in 
the Apoſtles Time, as is evident from Philip. 
ii. 2 1. All ſeek their own, and not the Things 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; by which is repreſented to 


us the Appitude there is in many of the 


Lord's People, to ſeek the Gratification of 
their Temper and Paſſions, to the Neglect 


of that which concerns the Glory of Chriſt, 


and the Peace and Welfare of his Church; 
Hence, theſe Exhortations are given to the 
Epheſ. iv. 31. Let all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
and Anger, and Clamour, and evil ſpeaking, 
be put away from you, with all Malice, and 
be ye kind one to another, tender-hearted, for- 

giving one another, as Ged for Chriſt's Sake, 


bath Jorge ven Jus And what he had be- 


fore 
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To their Miniſter confidered. 19 
fore adviſed. 26. Be ye angry and fin not. 
Let not the Sun go down upon your Wrath ; 
neither give Place unto the Devil. And alſo 
in Col. ni. 8. But now ye alfo put off all theſe; 
anger Wears, 
| Now as yourPaſtor and others in the ſame 
Character and Office, cannot, if concerned 
faithfully to execute the fame, but have 


0 
- 


your Temporal, as well as Spiritual Welfare 
near their Hearts, and make it their Study 
and Buſineſs to promote the ſame, when 
he, or they behold the contrary appear, it 
muſt be grieving and wounding to their 
Souls; and, conſequently, they will ftand in 
great Need of Divine Supports and Conſo- 
lation. Hence the Apoftle adviſeth thus 
The. 1 Epiſt. vi. 13. Be at Peace among 
yourſelves ; agreeable to that ef his great 
Maſter. Mat. xi. 40. Have Peace one with 
11 another. 1 | „ 
Hence when Members not only neglect 
their Duty, and take. up a Reſentment in 
their Minds againſt each other, and that 
upon the moſt trifling Occafions ; but 
it may be alſo imbibe corrupt Princi- 
ples, and indulge to ſinful Practices, as has 
been and is the Caſe with fome, which 
expoſes the Gofpel, and the Cauſe of Chriſt, 
to the Reproach and Contempt of its Ad- 
verſaries. The Soul of your Paſtor, as the 
Souls of good Men in the ſame Character and 
Office, have been, and will be ſadly grieved 
; D 2 and 
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and wounded on ſuch an Account. -How 


earneſtly doth the Apoſtle exhort, to be 


ſtedfaſt in adhering to, and abiding, by the 


pure Doctrine of the Goſpel in Principle. 
Ppilip. i. 27. Stand faſt in one Spirit, with one 


Mind, ftriving together for the Faith of the Goſ- 


peel, and Jude exhorts to contend earneſtly for 


the Faith which was once deli vered, ver. 3. And 
this Caution doth the hy ori give the Hebrews, 
xiii. 9. Be not carryed about with divers and 


range Doctrines; for it is a good Thing that tbe 
Heart be eſtabliſted with Grace. And as 


great was his Concern that they who pro- 


feſs'd to believe and receive the Goſpel, 


ſhould adorn it by a Holy, and Spiritual 


Walk, and e 2 Ir He ſays in Epheſ. iv. 


| RP therefore the Priſoner of 72 Lord beſeech 


you, that you walk worthy of of that Vocation 


wherewith you are called. His Prayer for the 


Pbilipians is, i. 9. 10. 11. This Ipray, that you 


may abound more and more, &c. That you may 
approve Things that are excellent, &&. being filled 


with the Fruits of Rightouſneſs, &c. Allo for 


the Coloffians i. 10. That ye might walk worthy 

of the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in 
every good Work, &c. And his Direction to 
Titus iii. 8. Theſe Things J will that thou af- 


firm conſtantly, that they which have believed 


n God, might be 7. to maintain good 


Works. And in Heb. xii. 4. he not only ex- 
 horts 20 follgwo Peace with 77 Men, but adds, 


and Holineſs, 0th which no Man ſhall ſee 
the 
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the Lord. Thus the Apoſtle was concerned, to 


engage Believers to adhere to, and abide by 
the Doctrines of the Goſpel firmly, and to 


adorn them by a Holy and Spiritual Walk 
and Converſation. And it has and will be 
the Concern of every true and faithful Mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, to promote the fame, and I 
hope it will ever be the Concern of your 
Paſtor. 


Thus in eight Particulars, I 3 ſhewn 


| you in what Senſe, and upon what Confide- 
rations you are to remember your Paſtor, _ 


Next I am to ſhew you the Time when 


you ought 1 in particular to remember him; ; 


and that is, at the Throne of Grace, in 


your ſeveral Families, and in your pub- 


lick Prayers unto the Lord; he ought never 


to be excluded your Thoughts, or forgotten 


by you. And I am well aſſured if you are 
helped to conſider the ſeveral Things J have 
laid before you, you cannot be unmind- 
ful of him at ſuch Seaſons. If he is the 
Subject of the fame corrupt Principles, and 
ſubject to like Paſſions with your ſelves ; 
if you conſider the Temptations of this Day, 
and that you have as your. own Act, ſo- 
lemnly called him to, and inveſted him, in 
the Office of a Paſtar, Elder and Ouerſoor, 
over you in the Lord; if you conſider him 
as concerned faithfully to execute and dit- 
charge this Sacred Office, to the Glory of 
your great Lord, and for your Spiritual In- 


ſtruction 
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22 The Duties of a Church 
ſtruction, Comfort, and Eſtabliſhment: And 


that his Work herein is very great, and his 


Strength is ſmall, and that his Temptations 
may be, not a few but many, and his Tryals 


and Afflictions beſides ſuch as are common 


to him as a Man, and as a Chriſtian, both in 
his Perſon and Family: Many others, which 
will attend him, in the due and faithful 
Diſcharge of his Office, as has been, and 
is the Caſe of others in the ſame Sacred 
Office, very great, from without, and from 
within, from Profeſſors, and the World, 
and his own Conſcience, and unbelieving 


Heart; and alſo in the Church. And be- 
 fides this; the Diſcouragements he may la- 


bour under in his own Soul, from the Cont 
fideration of the Greatneſs of his Work, and 
his own Inſufficiency for the Diſcharge of it. 
Alſo if his Buſineſs is inſtrumentally to feed 
your Souls, not with the Chaff of human 


Inventions, or DoErines of Men, but with 


the pure Word of God; and alſo that your 
Spiritual and Temporal Peace, lieth near 
his Heart, and his great Concern will be 
to promote the ſame, and if the Lord pleaſe, 
bring poor Sinners, to the Knowledge of 
Chriſt, and encourage them to make a pub- 
lick Profeſſion of their Faith in him, and 
ſubmit to and attend on his Holy Ordinance. 


Sure I am, ſuch ſalutary Ends, cannot but 
be deſirable unto thoſe, who are concerned 


to 
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to advance the Redeemer's Glory, and pro- 
mote his dear Cauſe and Intereſt in the World. 


Which End cannot be anſwered among you, 
unleſs the Lord is pleaſed to ſupply him con- 
ſtantly, with the Gifts and Graces of his 
Holy Spirit, and give him Wiſdom, Forti- 
tude and Patience, and grant him Mercy to 


be found faithful. If theſe Things are con- 


ſidered by you, I am well affured, you will 
be concerned to bear him. upon your, Hearts 
in Secret and in Publick. And if you are 
enabled to attend to this Advice, you may 
be encouraged to hope and expect, he will 
be guided into all Truth as by is in Jeſus; 
and be preſerved from being overcome by 


thoſe Temptations he may be expoſed unto, 


and be ſupported under, comforted in, and 
carried through all his Tryals and Afflic- 
tions, and lifted up above all thoſe Diſcou- 
ragements that may attend him in the Exe. 
cution and Diſcharge of his Work and Of- 
fice: Vea alſo that he may be the happy In- 


ſtrument in the Hand of the Divine Spirit, 


in feeding your Souls, and of bringing elect 


Sinners Fog the Knowledge of Chriſt, and of 


promoting the Intereſt of our Lord among 
you. And for your Encouragement, re- 


member the Word of the Royal Pſalmiſt, 


xxxiv. 1 5. The Eyes of the Lord are not only | 


upon the Righteous, but his Eur of Mercy 7s 
er unto their Cry. 
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One Thing more I have to recommend 
to you, namely, that you would fo remem- 
ber your Paſtor, as liberally and chearfully, 
to contribute, toward the Support of him 
and his Family. If this is neglected by 
| you, and your Paſtor is ſtraitened, as to a 

Supply for his Family, his Mind will la- 
bour under great Diſcouragements in the 
Diſcharge and Execution of his, Office. In 
order to excite your Regard to this Part of 
my Advice, as well as ſhew it to be your 
incumbent Duty, I ſhall recommend what 


is declared by the Apoſtle to the Corinthians, 9 


a Ep. ix. 7. Who goeth a Warfare any lime at-- - 
bis own Charges? &c. 

Ver. 9. I is oritten in the Law of Moſes, 
thou fhalt not muzzle the Ox that treadeth out 
the Corn, doth God take Care of Oxen? 

Ver. 10. Or ſaith he it altogether for our 
Sakes, For our Sakes no doubt this 1s written, 
that he that ploweth ſhould plow in Hope, and 
that he that threſheth in Hope, ſhould be 
Partaker of his Hope. 

Ver. 11. 1f we have ſown unto you Sbi- 
ritual Things, is it a great Thing if we ſpall 
reap your carnal Things? 

Ver. 15. Do ye not know, that they which 
miniſter about Holy Things, live of the Things 
of the Temple? and they which wait at the 
Altar are Partakers with the Altar ? 

Ver. 14. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, 
that hey which rect the Goſpel, ſhould live f 
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Go "FH And for your Encouragement: con- 
ſider che, Lord 8 Word by the Prophet Ma- 
lacki. Chap. iu, ; Ver. 10. brit ng ye all the Ti tÞes. 
znta the: 8 that there may be Meat 


in my Houſe, @ nd prove. me now herew th, 


ſaith Led. of Hoſts, I will not open 


you, the Windows of Heaven; and pour. you out. 
a Ble ſing, that there, {balk not be room enough 
70 receive it. And. alſo the Words of the 


| Apoſtle Hb. Chap. XiiL. yer. 16. But to ds 


ood and to communicate forget not: For with 
uch Sacrifices God is well pleaſed. 
II. I am now to conſider the other Part 


of the Apoltle' s Advice; vwboſe Faith follow. 
Here it is proper, for me to ſhew you what 


we are to underſtand by Faith ; and what is 


included, in this Advice of the inſpired Pen- 


man to follow their F aith. 5 | 
Firſt, by Faith may be underſtood the 


Dockrine of Faith, as in Afts XVI. 5 And ſo 
were the. Churches eſtabliſbed in 2 Faith. - 
And in Gal. i. 23. the Apoſtle fairh of the 
Churches of Fudea, They had heard only, that 
be which perſecuted them in Times ys 
preacheth the Faith which once he deſis cyed. Alſo 
by Faith may be underſtood the Grace = Faith, 
as in Gal. v. 6. Faith which works by Love. 


NW 


Sometimes the Manifeſtation, or Demonſtra- 
tion of it, is meant as in Lyukev. 20. when our 
Lord Fa their Faith, that is the Evidence 
or Demonſtration the Perſons gave, who 


E brought 
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brought the Man fick of the Palfy to Chriſt 


to be healed, being prevented by the Multi- 
tude, of bringing him into the Houfe, where 


our Lord was, by the Door, they carried the 


ſick Man oo ths eh the Houſe, and let 
him down, through the Roof, with his 


Couch in the Midft before Jeſus ; which was 


a clear Evidence of the firm Perſwaſion this 
Man had, of our Lord's Power and Good - 


neſs, as being able and willing to heal him: 
Hence, our Lord told him his Sins 


forgiven, In theſe Senſes the Term, Faith, \ 
may be underſtood in 


my Text, the Doc- 
trine of Faith, the Grace of F Ah, and the 
Evidence or Demonſtration of i it. © 1 am to 


ſew, 


Secondly, whe 1s inclided 3 in i Ad- 


vice to follow their Faith. The Term follow, 


frequently ſignifies to imitate, or copy after, 
as in 1 Cor. xi. 1. Be ye Followers of me, as 1 


am of Chrift. So that the Deſign of the 


Holy Ghoſt ſeems to be, to excite them to 
follow, or imitate tem, in their ſtedfaſt 


Belief of, and Adherance to the Truths and 


Doctrines of the Goſpel, and abiding by 
them, notwithſtanding all the Reproach and 


Contempt, that might be caſt upon them, 


and the Sufferings they might be expoſed 
unto for ſo doing. And alſo to imitate them, 


in deriving all their Spiritual Peace, Joy and 


Conſolation from Jeſus Chriſt, the Sum and. 
„ | Sub- 
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Subſtance of them; and to imitate them in 
2 Concern; to have tl e Grace of Faith in, 
its lively Act and Exerciſe, by being found 

in the diligent Uſe, 85 all. thoſe Means the 


ord has 3 this Purpoſe; ſuch as 


prayer, reading and attending on the Goſpel 
and Ordinancęs; 3 alſo to imitate them, in 
endeavouring to give clear Evidence, and 


Demonſtration of their Faith, unto others, 


by a Holy Spiritual Walk and Converſation, 


: | and ſhew to all that beheld them, that a 
3 At Belief, of the true Doctrines of 8 


werfully teach the denying of all 
1 Uo gt worldly Luſt, and engages 
8 an he pic ar righteoully and godly, in this 
b preſent evil World. 
III. I proceed to cone the Argument 


| the inſpired Penman makes Ulſe of, to ex- 


Cite their diligent Regard. and Attendance 
to this Cougcel and Advice, contained in my 


Text, Conſidering the End of their Cunverſas 


tion, Jeſus Chrift, the fame. Ye Nera. 5 95 


and for Ever. 


By the Term Converlation, wo are to 


3 their Doctrine and Life; and 
by the End of it, the Scope and Debgn « or 
conſtant Tendency of both. 80 that, y 

and others in the 3 Character and Roa 
tion, as Members of the. Church of Chriſt, 


may ſee the Scope and Deſign of the Doc- 
bo ines Achiyered, that they are ſuch, as have 


i a Ten- 


—_—_ Wenn, 
1 A 2 

* +55 FS 

* C2 1 


2 8 De Dutiet q of 4 \Ohtiveh + 


A Tendency 1 to exalt Chiift's perſon, as he is 
the Son of God, and truly Divine, and 


as he is the great Mediator, between God 
and his People, and as ſuch the great Re- 


poſitory in whom all Grace is treaſured up, 
and the great and glorious Fountain, from 
whence all Grace and Strength is derived, 
and by 1 whom the Saints have been in all 


Ages, are now, and ſhall be ſupplyed. Alſo 
in his Character of à Redeemer. and Sa- 


viour, as the Subject of Almighty Power, 


as well as rich and abundant Grace, and 


Mercy, and ſo is able and willing to ſave to 


the uttermoſt, all that come unto God by him; 


and to repreſent and ſhew forth the infinite 
Merit of his Blood, as ſufficient to cleanſe 


from all Sin, and the” Compleatneſs of hi⸗ 1 by 


Sacrifice, as that by which Sin is put away. 
And the Perfection and Glory of his Righte- 
ouſneſs, as anſwerable to the Demand of 


God's righteous Law, and fully ſatisfactory 
to his Juſtice, and for which he is well 


pleaſed, becauſe by it be Law is magnified 
and made honourable, and to encourage ſuch 
who are convinced of their Sin and Guilt by 


the Divine Spirit, to look to him, and truſt | 


in him, and hope and expect Pardon, Juſti- 


_ fication, and Salvation alone through” him. 


As tne great Prophet: of his Church, by whom 


Alſo to exalt him in all his Offices; that ap- 


pertain to him in his Mediatorial Character. 


1 his 


being Holy and 8 it 


1 dle M inter dat. 2 9. 


his People have been, in all Ages paſt; are 
now and ſhall be tau ght, according to Ja. 
liv. 13. And all thy Chile ſhall be taught 
of the Lord,' &c; And as their ' great high 


Prieſt, who has not only attoned for all 


their Sins, but ever lives to make Intereef— 


ſion for them. And as their glorious Lord 
and King, who has a Right of Dominion 


over them, and to enjoyn them to teſtify 
their Love to him, by an Obedience to his 
Commands, Jobn xiv. 16. and to repreſent 


his Love to his Church, as immoveable, and 


unchangeable; and from which as well as 
_ the Divine Father's,andthe eternal Spi- 


t's, the Church can never be ſeparated. 
And conſider that your Paſtor and others of 
the ſame Character, which obtain Mercy 


from the Lord to be found faithful, will not 


only be colleerngd 16 — Chriſt, by faith- 
Goſpel, but the't 52 1 92 


cy to glorify him, 

Now is this the End. A "FRY Drift 
and Scope of your Paſtor, and others in the 
ſame Character and Office, to exalt Chriſt, 


and honour him, both in Doctrine and Life, 


John v. 28. He that bonoureth not the Son, 
bonoureth not the Father. This ſurely ought 
to be conſidered as an Argument, to excite 
you and others who ſtand in ſuch a Relation, 

as 
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